
Liverpool City Council Draft Local Plan 2016                                             
Helpful comments for submissions by Meadows campaign supporters

1. The Draft Local Plan has been prepared on the basis of an overall housing 
requirement of 29600 between 2013 and 2033 and states it has been possible to 
meet this requirement through the use of sites which are brownfield and do not 
involve building on public parks or green open spaces. On that basis the Council 
should declare Sefton Park Meadows will remain as green open space and 
never be sold for housing development.

2. A Key Priority of the Draft Local Plan is protecting Liverpool City Parks for the 
health and wellbeing of the population. As it has been irrefutably established 
that Sefton Park Meadows are and always have been an integral part of 
Sefton Park the Council should declare Sefton Park Meadows will remain as green 
open space and never be sold for housing development.

3. a) The new Strategic Green and Open Spaces Review Board (SGOSRB) Final 
Report 2016 Sections 4. Health and Wellbeing and 5. Environmental Factors make 
an irrefutable case for not building on public green spaces such as Sefton Park 
Meadows.

1. b)  The Chair’s Comments on pages 78, 79 and Concluding Thoughts on 
page 121 confirm that the temptation to sell off Parks and public green 
spaces is folly, there will never be an excuse for building on public green 
space and all public green space should be legally protected in perpetuity. 

2. c)  A Council Press release of 16 September 2016 states, based on the 
Strategic Green & Open Spaces Review Board Final Report, the Local Plan will 
not just protect parks but will also respond to the findings and 
recommendation of the Review. Therefore, the Council should declare 
Sefton Park Meadows will remain as green open space in perpetuity. 

4. The Draft Local Plan Policy GI 1 - Green Infrastructure states that the 
recreational function, visual amenity, historic and structural quality and value of 
the City’s green infrastructure resource will be protected and enhanced. On that 
basis the Council should declare Sefton Park Meadows will remain as green 
open space and never be sold for housing development.

5. The Local Plan incorporates the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 
Department for Communities and Local Government press release and Revised 
Planning Practice Guidance issued in October 2014 to all Councils, clearly state 
that housing and economic needs do not override constraints contained in the 
National Planning Policy Framework and Council policy documents relating to 
Local Green Space and designated heritage assets such as Sefton Park Meadows.

6. The Local Plan section 5.17 states Liverpool's natural environmental 
(including sites/ areas and species of ecological importance)and heritage 
assets are an integral part of Liverpool's distinctive character and make a 
vital contribution to the attractiveness of the City as a place in which to live, 
work and invest.                                                                                   Cont./      



The natural environment assets also have benefits for climate change, health and 
biodiversity. The protection and enhancement of all these assets is therefore 
important.

7. The Local Plan section 12.2 states An attractive open space network makes a 
vital contribution to quality of life, providing a number of benefits and functions, 
such as outdoor recreation, mitigating the effects of climate change, improving 
physical and mental health, providing habitats for wildlife, creating an attractive 
environment to support the regeneration of the City and improving the quality of 
the environment for local communities. It is therefore important to protect and 
enhance green infrastructure to maximise these key benefits.

8. The Local Plan section 12.3 states Green infrastructure also has a role to 
play in addressing some of the impacts of climate change. Vegetation and 
permeable surfaces capture store and infiltrate rainwater into the ground for 
example through the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems, thereby 
reducing both the volume and rate of rainwater run-off and thus the risk of 
surface water flooding. The opening up of existing culverted watercourses can 
also make an important contribution to this as well as amenity, biodiversity and 
other environmental management objectives. Through evaporative cooling, green 
infrastructure can help to reduce the heat island effect and assist in alleviating air 
quality issues. Therefore, the Council should declare Sefton Park Meadows will 
remain as green open space and never be sold for housing development.

9. On the basis of an overall housing requirement of 29,600 can be met 
through the use of brownfield sites means the proposal to build 22 houses 
on Sefton Park Meadows is invalid. Therefore, the Council should declare Sefton 
Park Meadows will remain as green open space and never be sold for housing 
development.

10. The Mayoral Recommendation Report No. EDR/33/16 of 19 August 2016, 
states at point 62 Representations (made in 2014) seeking the release of green-
space sites have not been taken forward for further consideration because at the 
time the Local Plan and its evidence base, principally the SHMA, was prepared the 
City’s housing needs can be met on brownfield sites. 


